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THE GOVAN ELECTION. 


Mr. JouHNn WItsoN, J.P., Liberal candidate for the represen- 
tation of the Govan Division of Lanarkshire in Parliament, 
is a son of Mr. James Wilson, Ferguslie, Paisley, and was 
born there in the year 1828. Mr. Wilson received his 
education at Ross’s School. In course of time, and while 
only a boy of fifteen, he went to Glasgow. By-and-by he 
entered the establishment of Messrs. Critchton and Eadie, 
iron tube manufacturers, as a clerk. Here he rose step by 
step till‘he attained the position 
of traveller, gaining 2 portion of 
that great business experience 
which was to prove of such im- 
portance to him in after years. 
He began on his own account in 
Buchanan Street, Glasgow, and 
there he still remains. Year by 
he has gone on until the 
small brick building has now given 
place to a suite of offices and 
works, built in 1883 at a con- 
siderable cost, and there he also 
carries on the large and increas- 
ing business of marine brassfound- 
ing. He also has built a very 
extensive iron tube manufactory 
in Helen Street, Govan, and is, 
with his eldest son, the only 
ners in the extensive concern, 
in the Dominion of Canada, 
known as the firm of Messrs. 
Thomas Robertson and Co., 
Montreal. 

In October, 1878, the stoppage 
of the City of Glasgow Bank 
took place, and Mr. Wilson, being 
a holder of ten shares, was deeply 
involved. So much so, that he 
had to meet calls to the extent of about £30,000, and he 
was one of the few who was so fortunate as to survive the 
ruin in which that mismanaged concern involved so many, 
and earned the encomiums of all connected with its liqui- 
dation for his unerring business instincts in the realisation 
of the assets. Mr. Wilson is the chairman of several public 
companies, and is one of the foremost commercial men in 
the city of Glasgow. nee 

Of Mr. Wilson’s politics we need say nothing. The 
summary of his address to the Govan electors, which we 
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have already published, stamps him as one of. Scotland’s 
most advanced politicians. As a member of the Executive 
of the Scottish Liberal Association, he bas worked long and 
energetically, and given largely of his means for the advance- 
ment of Liberal organisation. In temperance work he. is 
well known. He is president of the Scottish Permissive 
Bill and: Temperance Association, president of the Scottish 
Band of Hope Union, and chairman of the Scottish ‘Tem- 
perance Life and Accident Assurance Company. He is also 
president of the Young Men’s Auxiliary of the first-mentioned 
association. oo 
Mr. Wilson has been twice 
married, and has surviving three 
sons and two daughters. He is 
president of the North Dundas 
Street E. U. Church, of which 
the Rev. James Morison is senior 
pastor, and. has filled the office 
for many years, and remains a 
most respected office-bearer under 
the pastorate of the Rev. George 
Gladstone. . ; 
- With such a candidate, and such 
a marvellous -combination of 
forces assisting them, it will be a 
wonder unless the Liberals of 
Govan win a victory that will slay 
the ghost of Tory ascendancy in 
that constituency once and for 
ever. 

For the above block and sketch 
we are indebted to the Highland 
News. 

A correspondent writes: Pro- 
bably, remembering the way “he 
put his. foot in it” at the Bridge- 

_ ton election, Mr. T. W. Russell, 
-M.P., has not yet ventured to 
appear at Govan, notwithstanding 
the appeals made to him by the 
Unionists. As a deputy, he sent his wife, who read “A 


| paper of my husband,” at a small meeting held in a Unionist 


drawing-room. In this paper Mr. Russell writes that the 
disturded state of Ireland is ‘due entirely to agrarian out- 
rages and the Plan of Campaign.” All the talk of free - 
speech being sacrificed in Ireland, and of the press there not 
being free, is, he says, “ unfounded.” 

Another correspondent says: Scarcely have we recovered 
from the shock Lady Campbell gave us a week ago in declar- 
ing the intentions of the Primrose League, when the 
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“canvass the men in the yards, not one Nas been seen there. 
There is a further effort to be made. The Women’s Liberal 


people who, from the fact of Lady Campbell being among 
the Liberal ladies, think that it is the Primrose League 
in disguise, and that there is no cause for special fear. 
The Liberal organisation is larly strong and 
efficient. The men in the ranks, like the Cromwellian 
soldiers, rejoice greatly at the scent of battle, and seem to be 
in a like relation to their chiefs, Between the head and 
the hands of the organisation there is a harmony that is 
extremely promising. — : a 

- It is to be regretted that Women’s Liberal Associations 
have not yet taken root in Scotland, but it is to be hoped 
that after the Govan election is over, a start will be made in 
the matter of organisation. 


THE EVICTIONS IN DONEGAL. 


[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


Dunfanaghy. 
Four of the remaining evictions under the ordinary law were 
effected on Wednesday, on the property of Mrs, Stewart, of 
Beechwood, Dalkey, Dublin. There was no reporter 
present but myself. The professional representatives of the 
press thought that all the sensational part of the evictions 
was over on Tuesday. They were much mistaken. 
_ The large force of Rifles and police hitherto engaged 
turned ‘out at the usual hour, nine o'clock, am., and pro- 
ceeded with the ‘sub-sheriff and his bailiffs, amongst whom 
were a number of the gang of emergencymen, to the scene 
of the evictions. This is one of those barren, rugged hills 
that lie between the mountains and the sea, exposed to all 
the storms of the Western Ocean. Muckish, Errigie, and 
the intervening lower mountains stood in the backgrounds in 
all their wild majestic grandeur, capped and half-clad down 
their sides with the snow that had fallen during the night 
and early morning, while the Sound between Tory Island 
and the mainland—a distance of twelve or fifteen miles— 
Jooked chafed and angry from the storm that raged all day. 
The, immediate surroundings presented the most desolate 
and miserable appearance imaginable. The entire locality 
of the evictions is simply a tract of cut-out bog, intersected 
in every conceivable way by the last trenches from which it 
was possible to dig out peat for turf-making. 

Around each cabin there were some plots of reclaimed 


land, which may amount to about four acres to each holding. 


The grazing of each holding would be, perhaps, equal to ten 
or twelve acres of boulders, water, and heath, as described. 
No landlord ever expended a farthing on Clonbarra Hill, 
but the unfortunate people have been paying for generations 
a large tribute in the desecrated name of rent for it. John 
Cannon and his son, Ned, held one of these model farms. 
. They occupied two houses under the one roof, a long, low, 
thatched cabin, with offices of the same character to either 
end. The walls are of the rudest sort, built of stones of all 
shapes and sizes, obtained in the reclamation of the plots 
around the dwelling, peat mud having been used, not to hold 
the stones together so much as to fill in the larger spaces, 
The thatch is supposed to be secured with rotten straw ropes 
stretched and crossed over the roof, looking like a net of 
large mesh. Roof, walls, and all look and are thoroughly 
water-logged. How the people can manage to maintain 
even so presentable an appearance as they do out of such 
a den is more than may be easily explained. John Cannon 
lost his former holding after the great famine, and he settled 


| which’ would be full value now or then. 


on this moor to build up. a new home,  Thewlandiord, 
the late Rev. Ms, Stewart, of Horn Head), Dunfaaghy, 
rector of that parish, treated Cannon fairly in his new start 
in life. . He charged. him only 2s. 6d a year for 
the fifteen or sixteen acres of cut-out bog allotted to him, 
But Cannon 
~did not enjoy these terms long. The rent was raised first to 
7s. 6d., then to gs, and finally to £2, which sum he had 
been paying for thirty years, till the Land League won for 
him a reduction of 2s. in the pound. It was a pitiable sight 
to see this poor old man and his equally old wife turned out 
of their cabin to-day, and seated on a granite boulder, not 
knowing where to find a shelter from the pelting rain and the 
piercing blast. His son, Ned, and his wife, with their five 
‘children; from 17 to 7 years of age, were by the same stroke 
of law left homeless. The only one of the family who-escaped - 
the horrors of eviction as a present reality was the oldest of 
Ned Cannon’s children—Bridget—who is hired as a-farm. 
servant in the Valley of the Laggan, near Derry, for the past 
three years. The wages of such children, from seven years 
up, is one of the sources from which rents like Cannon’s are 
very often paid by the Donegal peasants. To talk of paying 
them out of the holdings is not to be entertained for a mo- 
ment. Thus landlordism can tax the labour of the people at 
home and abroad, even to the Antipodes. No resistance 
was Offered. At John Harkin’s the emergency men placed 
ladders against the house, which is a low two-storied cottage, 
and one of them attempted to enter by an upper barricaded 
window, but he was immediately felled by a stone on the 
head thrown by a barefooted ragged boy of twelve years of 
age. The forces were at once ordered up to the ladder with 
such signs of great force being about to be employed that 
Father Stephens interfered, and begged Harkin to surrender, 
which he did. Harkin, his wife, daughter, and the little boy 
were all found in the house, and were taken into custody. 
The boy and his father were sent on to Derry Gaol. During 
the demolition of her humble home Mrs. McCarry, a bright 
young peasant mother, when released from custody, directed 
a scathing sally of banter on the emergency men, and turn- 
ing to the‘major of the Rifles looking on, said, “Isn't it a 
wonder that a decent-looking man like you would stand over 
such a set of scoundrels as these?” The general observa- 
tions as to surroundings, &c., in John Cannon’s case are of 
universal application in the experiences of to-day. Shane 
Sweeney was the last tenant on this property “ripe” for 
eviction. His house is a half-slated, half-thatched, one- 
storied habitation, The sub-sheriff found the door open 
and the tenant with his wife and eight young children inside 
all the children beautiful little ones with dark brown eyes. 
Their ages range from fourteen to one year. This man’s 
case ig pending in the Land Court since November, 1887, 
awaiting a hearing. The circumstances of his rent, &c., are 
of the usual sort, raised from little to more, and to much and 
to far beyond the possibility of its being made out of the 
holding. He got his arrears made payable by instalments 
in the County Court, but this has been no relief to him, for 
he has been utterly unable to meet this arrangement. Every- 
body saw the situation at a glance. The sub-sheriff made 
several propositions, but as a considerable sum of money 
should be paid before any settlement could be thought of, 
there was no chance of any escape, for there was not a 
shilling available. The county inspector, R.I.C., and the 
resident magistrate, and the officers of the Rifles, were all 
engaged in seeking some remedy that would save them from 
co-operating in this last atrocity. Lieutenant Pixley, of the 
Rifles, promptly solved the difficulty by secretly paying the 
whole demand of the landlord to the sub-sheriff, who in 
turn considerately dropped his own fees. The gallant young 
officer seen active service, and won distinction, having 
received a bullet through his neck in the Boer war; but the 


Falcarragh evictions have been too much for his manly 
spirit to stand. 
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' SWEATING IN CHICAGO: 
By Mas. Ormiston CHanr. 

;  (CONTINUED.) 

“ Ry a series of questions I got the following information 
from a pretty Jewess, who had been in the shop for three 
years, and was getting $3.50 a week. She said regarding the 
salary : “Ob, I don’t care. G. won’t pay any more. My 
mother has money and doesn’t mind so long as I learn to 
sew. I am 1g in October. I came here at 12, and don’t 
know how much longer I will have to stay. G. thinks 
women are cows, that they must be driven. So he drives us. 
We have to be at work at 7 in the moming and stay till six 


in the evening. 

‘** Half holiday Saturday ?’ 

“ 6 Nix.’ 

“¢¢ What if you are sick?’ 

‘** If you're sick he “ pulls” (fines) you. He “ pulled ” me for 
twenty cents for being late last week. He “pulls” all the 
hands when they come late, and he “pulls” if we talk. 

‘That's why I could not get my neighbours to tell me how 
to start my work. 

“Rosy told me that she was thirteen, that her father peddled 
fish, and that she was the eldest of five sisters and two 
brothers. She had been in the shop two years, and was 
getting $2.25 a week. 

“ Another girl whom I dare not indicate said : ‘These Jews 
and Swedes are robbing honest girls of a living. Most of 
them have homes and are willing to work for nothing. 1 live 
with my mother and brother, and cannot make any more 
than enough to pay our rent, $16 a month. I would go in 
a family, but my mother needs me; she is sick. G. is an 
awful hard man to work for. He steals my hire from me 
and I steal his cotton and silk whenever I get a chance.’ 

‘‘ During the noon hour the girls played in the front street 
and afterward amused themselves in the back yard with the 
men. At 12-45 o'clock the ‘boss’ came into the shop, and 
five minutes later the place was noisy with flying shuttles, 
clicking needles, and the whizzing wheels of the roaring 
machinery. Fair young heads and pretty shoulders bent over 
heavy coats, and faces were so low that they almost touched 
the sewing in their owners’ laps. The clatter of the machines 
was deafening, and every now and then the shop 
resounded with the heavy hot-irons wielded by the pressers in 
the back room. Nobody had any time to hand the work, 
instead of which the cutter threw it to the trimmer, who in 
turn threwit tothe baster, and soit moved from hand to machine, 
. going the round of the thirty odd workers with e rapidity 

that’ the air seemed filled with flying coats. The room was 
low, and with every passage of coat-tail muffy clouds of lint 
seemed floating about in space. Add to that poor light, 
bad ventilation, the exhalations of so many people, the 
smell of dye from the cloth, and the noxious odour of that 
ever. ing cigar, and you have material for the make-up 
of Mr. G.’s coat shop. All afternoon we sewed; sewed 
incessantly without uttering a syllable or resting a moment. 
G. was building the third storey of the house, and every hour 
or so he leit the shop in care of an assistant and went up to 
look after the carpenters. During these intermittent spells 
the girls took advantage of the substitute and hummed. They 
didn’t sing, they hummed songs and hymns, marches and 
- waltzes, and when the sub was not looking they actually 
whispered. 

‘‘But the absentee possessed marvellous powers of ubiqui- 
tousness,‘and very little time’ was wasted in this manner. 
Thereare some people you would always know were in theroom 
without seeing them. This hard-headed, godless little, Jew 
was a character of that sort. We could feel his presence and 
a corresponding heaviness of atmosphere. Whenever he 
caught sight of a momentary idler he would glide up to her 
elbow and mutter a single verb—work! She worked. 

*‘ At five o’clock I was so tired that I didn’t know what to 
do with myself. My hair was matted with moisture and 
dusted with lint, and my head throbbed with pain. 

“I threw the big brown chinchilla overcoat I had finished on 
the floor, and for a period of three minutes fell into a state of 
voluptuous inertia. With my sixth sense I saw the ‘boss’ 
pick up the garment, and the next moment another overcoat 
came. flying; across the table and dropped all over me. I 
-threaded- my‘ needle prepatatory to finishing my ninth gar- 
‘Ment, began a light calisthenic movement of my right arm 
.to scatter the pain and-limber up my elbow. I went through 


‘pe seven motions, with’ my chair tilted. back by way of 
.stretehing my lower extremities, when I was interrupted by 
the: t young tailor and his incombustible cigar. 
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6 + the. of m ° 2 ° 
al four bod td sto eet aT es ik down on 
ow much am I going to get for this work?’ I inqui 
after recovering from my astonishment and the sodden 5 eaten 
7 eBoy" know?’ he asked a 
? you want to know asked with a i 
significant laugh. ecny 
“ “Tf you please.’ 
és ‘Well, just finish that coat, and at six o’clock I'll tell you.’ 
“*T won't finish any more. There's your coat. Pay me.’ 
“¢*Pay you! For what?’ 
“For seven hours’ work. For finishing eight coats.’ 
‘Without further notice of me than an insolent sneer he 
icked up the coat, walkei back to his cutting-board and 
ogi to draft out collars. I went back to the cutting-b 
too, and stood at his side till commanded to ‘get out of his 
way.’ I stepped back enough to give him elbow room, but 
did not leave the table. : 
“* How long do you expect to annoy me by your presence?’ 
“‘*T expect to remain where I am till you pay me for my 


seven hours’ work.’ 
We don’t quit till six o’clock and 


“ “Your day isn’t up yet. 


it’s only ten minutes after five.’ 


“T told him I didn’t want to work for him another minute, 
and demanded my pay. 

“6 Well, do you want to know what I’d pay you?’ 

666 Yes.’ 

‘6*Qne dollar and fifty cents a week, and you ain’t worth 
seventy-five cents.’ : 

“*You told me when I started that I could get $3 at least 
if I could sew.’ 

“* And you can’t. All day you have been sitting up in 
your chair with your shoulders straight and your chair back 
as if you had a rocking chair. There’s what I value you at,’ 
and he threw a 25-cent piece at me. At first I hesitated 
about touching the money, and, as I looked at him to see 
whether he was serious or not my eyes rested on the heavy 
gold ring he wore. 

“¢Qh, you're a B’nai B'rith man, I see. Will you favour me 
with your card?’ . ; 

‘¢ © What for ?’ 

‘“‘¢T want to send this money to the society for the orphans 
you represent, with my compliments. 

*¢Get out of this shop or I'll put you out.’ 

‘‘Begging him not to go to that trouble I gotout. On my 
way I took my box containing my sewing’ weapons from 
the table, and before I had gone two yards the humane 
proprietor of the establishment challenged me. 

‘ST made a remark about scorning to take any of his 
belongings that were not disinfected and proceeded to the 


street.” 
(Zo be concluded in our next.) 


CHEAP CLOTHES. 
To the Editor of the Women's Gazette. 

Sir,—We hear so much now-a-days of the so-called “sweating 
system,” that (like many other hackneyed truths) we are apt to take 
very little notice of it, and fancy it does not at all concern us, 

ut we, the women of England, are in a measure ourselves respon- 
sible for some of the deplorable facts respecting it, however careless 
and thoughtless we may be about them. 

I believe that the seeing See i party the outcome of the 
constant cry for cheapness, which is h on all sides. The manu- 
facturers and tradesmen have to meet a demand for articles under 
their proper value, which, if labour, time, and material were all 
fairly paid for, could not be met. re, 

ho suffers for this ? : 

It is not the manufacturer—he grows as wealthy as ever; nor the 
tradesman, for the cheaper his goods the richer he becomes. Itis the 
unfortunate men, women, and children who starve, -and sin, and 
suffer, that we ma ¢ over our bargains. ; 

Indirectly, ene gs we are responsible for some of the shame and 

of those we read of so heediedsly : the of! 


pay. ' . : é i 5 We Abt 

£ only women of all classes would consider these things and 
vis Gut for cheapness at whatever cost—if there was but’ lit 
demand for proesea cheap bargains, there might be some chaos et 
r fr 


Is oe thie a matter for the members of the Women’s Libérai 
Associations to on ra rept oa tide are ep casa play 

ittin * grinding ‘aces DOF. 
ae least ie not individually exercise a little self-denial in the- 
luxury of public giving, if need be, and give a fairer Price. for our 


garments ?—Yours, &c., 
Ipswich. 
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MARRIAGE LAWS REFORM BILL, 1889. 


We have received the following communication from an 
‘eminent lawyer, which we beg to lay upon the table of the 
House :— 

The glaring injustice of the present law of England is 
simply this: That while a husband can divorce his wife for 
gross misconduct, a wife cannot do the same to her husband, 
unless the misconduct has been coupled with cruelty or 
desertion. 

It seems to me that this inequality is what should be 
rectified in the first place. Whether it may be desirable to 
give greater facilities for divorce on the ground of desertion, 
&c., is a totally different question. It may or may not be 
desirable, but on that point there is no inequality between 
the sponsors. 

My idea of a Bill, therefore, is simply one to the effect, 
that in future a wife shall be entitled to obtain a divorce on 
the same grounds on which a husband is at present entitled 
to obtain one. 

A Bill could be drafted of a single clause, making the 
sponsors equal in the matter. 

In Scotland, husband and wife stand on exactly the same 
footing. 


MR. GRANT ALLEN AND THE ‘‘ PALL 
MALL GAZETTE.” 


The hon. member for Bournemouth desires to raise a 
question of privilege in reference to the recent article of Mr. 
Grant Allen in the Pal] Mali Gazette. She says :— 

My attention has been drawn to Mr. Grant Allen's 
article in the Pal/ Mall Gazette of January 11th, entitled 
* A Biologist on the Woman Question ;” and as I feel the 
subject discussed as touching the motherhood of the country, 
appeals to all intelligent and thoughtful women, I venture 
to ask space in your valuable columns to say a few words by 
way of protest. 

Mr. Grant Allen would have us believe in the theory of 
evolution turned upside down. We are to go to the bees for 
initiation into the mysteries of motherhood. The queen 
bee, as we all know, is definitely and distinctiy set aside for 
her combined privilege and responsibility of motherhood— 
she herself having been adapted for her mission by the 
many wonders attending her own pre-arranged existence. 
This fact Mr. Grant Allen takes as the basis of a theory by 
which the “remodelling of human social organisation” is to 
be brought about. According to Mr. Grant Allen, George 
Eliot’s famous line, 


* A millionth woman in superfluous herds,” 


would no longer represent the wail of women mourning an 
existence which practically shut them out from home life 
and the claims and ties of motherhood. Womanhood in 
general would be doomed, womanhood in particular would 
be blessed. Such is the theory. 

Mr. Grant Allen would suggest that the motherhood of 
the country should be entrusted to the few set aside for the 
privilege—these to be carefully and /uxuriously fitted (?) for 
such privilege. Are we—in the possession of experience 
which history has handed down to us—to believe /uxury 
capable of maturing and developing she dest ? 

“ To matter or to force 
The all is not confined ; 
Beside the law of things 
Is set the law of mind.” 

We admit that “nations are gathered out of nurseries,” 
Are we to think only of the bodily strength of the mothers 


whose privilege it is to people these nurseries—are we to 
think nothing of mental force and moral worth ? 

Woman was made to be “the hel of man,” so our 
Bible reads. As such—and this involves no setting apart in 
luxurious care—she is best fitted to be the mother of his 
children. It is because man has changéd the Divine ideal 
and reads his Bible “woman was made to be man’s slave,” 
that we get the very deterioration of the race. Right 
wrongs, redress grievances, readjust the life of womanhood 
as regulated in the main by a people’s conception of a 
woman’s lawful position in a nation, and Mr. Grant Allen’s 
thistle-down theories would be scattered by the strong wind 
of public opinion, only to sow themselves on barren: and 
uncultured soil—soil intended for man’s hand to till. 

I fear to intrude upon your valuable space or I ‘might 
venture to point out various causes which militate largely 
against the well-being of the motherhood of our , 
Notably the cramming system, permitted by our leading 
educationalists ; the hard work to which a girl’s brains is 
subjected just at a time in life when it most requires rest; 
the cruel wrong done to daughters of the so-called better 
class homes, in bringing them up to idleness and inactivity ; 
the yet crueller wrong of keeping such in utter ignorance of 
the physical laws of life and the deep mysteries of love 
and matrimony, ending too often in early and ill-assorted 
martiages, when, as man’s slave, the untrained and 
undeveloped girl becomes the weakly, and frequently un- 
willing, mother of a large family of sickly children, whose 
nervous temperament at the very start of life is suggestive of 
deterioration and disaster in children born to them in days 
to come. 

Mr. Grant Allen implies that all education of a kind 
suggested by Girton or Newnham tends in the long run to 
unfit women for being healthy and efficient mothers, where, 
as I venture to contend, on behalf of thinking mothers, that it 
is not education to-day, but the lack of it in days gone by, 
that is responsible for difficulties which may have arisen. 
It is not that women are becoming trained for positions 
outside the home that unfits them for being “healthy and 
efficient mothers,” but the lack of this training in past 
generations. It is not the recognition of women’s equal 
rights with men which, only now “travelling in birth,” is 
giving to the world, through much suffering and anguish, the 
new-born hope of womanly influence in the larger circle and 
wider sphere of a country’s home life—it is not this which 
unfits women from being healthy and efficient mothers, but 
the long-delayed and much-protracted call into existence of 
this influence. Who will dare to say that our world is not a 
better world to-day because of the existence amongst us of 
that queen of women—Frances Willard? Who will dare to 
suppose that a race of women of this type, with clear, 
sensible views of life and living, would tend to deteriorate 
the motherhood of the world? ' Mr. Grant Allen has certain 
mental reserve in proclaiming his theories. Doubtless this fact 
will help the thinking world of women to listen to him 
with greater patience than could otherwise have been. To 
admit the man is better than his politics, often goes half way 
to make an enemy a friend. It may be I have not said all I 
think, and feel, and believe, while seeking to call the 
attention of the readers of the Women’s Gazette to Mr. 
Grant Allen’s contributions upon one of the greatest 
problems of the day ; but as a mother and one who believes - 
in the glorious mission—physical, mental, moral, and 
spiritual—of all true motherhood, I have ventured to say 
my say, and how much better I might have said it had I 
inherited the mental wealth of generations of womanhood 
rightly developed ! 


Sa 


WOMEN SPEAKERS, 


The hon. member for Westminster desires to move the 
adjournment of the House for the purpose of discussing a 
matter of urgent public importance, viz. the training of 
women speakers. She says :— 


An announcement that a society of practical workers, 
drawn from the Women’s Liberal Associations of the 
Metropolis and the neighbourhood, have chosen as the 
subject of their next discussion, on the 31st inst., the question 
of ‘‘ How to make Speakers,” has been to many others, I am 
sure, besides myself, a very welcome one. [ could not, if I 
would, anticipate their discussion, but I shall be glad if you 
will give me the opportunity of putting before the members 


rr 
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of the Women’s Liberal Associations throughout the country 
one aspect of this question which demands their most serious 
consideration. 


The orator, like the poet, is, of course, born, not made. 
But the speaker, that is, the person who can make a coherent 
statement—not necessarily a pemmalcal one—in face of an 
average easily-satisfied English audience of 50 or 60 people, 
is surely producible to.a practically unlimited extent from 

the thousands of women who are professedly interested 
in public matters nowadays. Societies for the cultivation of 
rhetoric and oratory are not wanted. The dividing line 
between these and claptrap is dangerously narrow, and any 
elaborate attempt at the manufacture of fine speaking would 
probably end in turning out ninety-nine per cent of balderdash 
and bunkum. But the power of making a clear coherent 
statement as to facts or opinions can be taught, and can be 
uired, and does not mean the possession of any extra- 
i ifts of intelligence. There are certain conveniences 
‘of social life which rule our intercourse with each other in 
society. Weare supposed not to break rudely into the 
midst of a conversation, or to speak in a language which is 
not understood by the majority of those present. We are 
supposed to be able to talk without giggling, and, if we have 
no physical defect of speech, without stammering. There 
are decencies to be observed on the platform as in the 
drawing-room, and the reason for their observance is the 
same in both cases—to procure the greatest amount of enter- 
tainment, or edification, as the case may be, while maintaining 
the dignity and considering the feelings of all concerned. 


I know how to value the work of women when it is well 
done, and am, therefore, not afraid to find fault occasionally. 
The unpleasant epithet of “screeching sisterhood ” is now 
somewhat out of date, but the feeling which gave rise to it 
still lingers, in a deep seated, if less often expressed, prejudice 
against those women who speak on public platforms. I don’t 
blame the prejudiced people very much. Most women speak 

They do not take the trouble to grapple with facts; 
the material of their speeches is often very thin, and their 
philosophy much too general. In style, if they are not wildly 
declamatory, they lean to the casual conversational tone 
which, without the clatter of tea-cups in a drawing-room, 
somewhat wants point and finish. Domestic and autobio- 
graphical details play a somewhat disproportionately large 
part in the oratory of some, while the rudimentary morality 
which has stood them in admirable stead in conducting 
Sunday-school classes, or in their rounds as district visitors, 
supplies endless. perorations to others. ‘The result is an 
oratory which is cheap and not edifying. The audience 
feel as if they had been put on low diet for a season, and go 
away, though sometimes quite unconsciously, depressed. 


The art of clear articulation, the power of self-restraint, the 
habit of framing a clear idea in the mind and then uttering 
it straightforwardly, are systematically neglected, though 
these are just as valuable for ordinary daily use as for public 
speaking. I do not mean to say that the faults I speak of 
belong exclusively to women. They are rather those of an 
uneducated class of persons. But they are so general amongst 
us that they call for special attention from those, and they 
are many, who see in such defects a real hindrance to the 
- effective work of women in public life. I attach no undue 
importance to this particular kind of political work. But 
women will have to Sight their way for a long time still, 
and they must be prepared more and more to do so by 
facing public opinion and making strong and intelligible 
claims in the ear of society for justice and recognition. And 
even if this more aggressive work be left, as it probably will 
be, to the few, there still remains the need, among organi- 
sations like ours, of a large staff of articulate persons, any 
member of which, without a serious shock to her nervous 
system, shall be able to make a business-like statement to 

eclare the faith that is in her coherently, to give her reasons 
for the same in some kind of orderly fashion, and to aska 
questiun which, in its construction, shall not be a conundrum 
to the mind of the average chairman. 


The level of our good women speakers is very high ; but 
the nameless inanity and incapacity of the others surely only 
obtrude themselves on public platforms to test the inex- 
haustible patience and courtesy of an English audience. 


I am glad, therefore, that this subject is to be dealt with at 
an early date by a body of practical workers, and I hope to 
find in the columns of the Women’s Gazette many practical 
suggestions as the result of their deliberations, 


THE WOMEN’S 


GAZETTE. 
NOTES ON IRELAND. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
There are close on isoners in Derry Gaol, awaiti 

trial in connection with t oan on the Olphet one 
The authorities are puzzled not a little as to how such a 
number of prisioners with their escort can be conveyed to 
Falcarragh for “trial.” There are 100 cars available in 
Derry, but both owners and drivers of all, save seven, bave 
refused to accommodate the authorities. Removable Roche 
would soon find a way out of the difficulty by presiding at an 
improvised court under the nearest edge. 


* + 
Mr. Harrington, M.P., has been removed to Tullamore 

Gaol, and occupies the cell hallowed by the sufferings of 

Sons Mandeville. His hair, beard, and moustache have 

shaved, and the cocoa matting which covers the 

floor of every cell in this prison has been removed from his 

cell. This is the Balfourian treatment for a member of 

Parliament, whose only “crime” was the publication in his 
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‘journal of the proceedings of a “suppressed branch of the 


I. N. L. proceedings,” which were published with impunity 
in most Irish and several English newspapers. At the 
recent Wicklow Assizes, several “Unionist gentlemen” 
were convicted of having defrauded an Insurance Company 
to the extent of several thousand pounds. They were found 
guilty and sentenced to a few months’ imprisonment in 
Derry Gaol. A local justice visited the gaol a few days 
since, and found the convicts, one reading, another writing, 
and both in cells of more than ordinary comfort, satisfied 
with everything relating to their personal comfort. Comment 
is needless. (Mr. Harrington has since been conditionally 
released pending appeal). ,*, 

Tast week was a busy time for Mr. Balfour and his 
Removables in Ireland. Not fewer than seventy-thrée 
persons were tried before the coercion tribunals in various 
parts of the country, panespely on the charge of “unlawful 
assembly.” These embraced all sorts and conditions of men— 
the pupular M.P., the chairman of Town Commissioners, 
the wealthy merchant, and the humble peasant boy or girl. 
Sentences, varying from six months to one month, were 
imposed. 


a oats : 

In addition to the two summonses served on Mr. William 
O’Brien, M.P., as mentioned in your last issue, he has 
received a third, commanding him to appear at Carrick-on- 
Suir early in- February. Messrs. Carew, M.P., Kilbride, 
M.P., Cox, M.P., and Hayden, M.P., have also received 
summonses under the Coercion Act. 


* % 

Alderman Condon, M.P., Mayor of Clonmel, presided at 
the Petty Sessions on Tuesday last. Having disposed of 
the business of the court, he took his place in the dock 
before the Removables, to answer for the “crime” of intimi- 
dation. The case was adjourned for a week. On the 
following day, two Removables sat in Tipperary courthouse 
to hear a similar charge against Messrs. Condon, M.P., 
Tanner, M.P., O'Connor, M.P., and Manning, ex-mayor of 
Waterford. All the machinery necessary to set a coercion 
court in motion assembled at the court-house at 12 o'clock, 
but the defendants did not appear, and, on the application of 
the Crown prosecutor, warrants were issued for their arrest. 
At this same time, Dr. Tanner was addressing a meeting of 
a “suppressed” branch in the division of Co. Cork, repre- 
sented ig him. Mr. O’Connor, accompanied by Mr. Harris, 
M.P., was at Lord Clanricardes gate, witnesses of the 
sheriff’s sale for rent of _e priest’s horse and car, whilst the 
Tipperary dragoon might be seen standing on the bridge of 
che mail boat for Holyhead, kissing ‘his hands to a brace of 

entlemen of the “G” division, who arrived at the quay, just 
in time to be late, with warrants for his arrest. 


* % 

The Countess of Kingston, undeterred by her experiences of 
the past two years, is again at the work of clearing her estates, 
Civil bills and ejectments have been served by the score, 
the tenantry on entire town lands being the victims, Talkis 
again heard of appealing to the unconquered and unconqwer> 
able Plan of Campaign, which will be the beginning of the 
end for the Countess.. Evictions are just now being cari 
out to such an extent, and with such merciless severity, 
the wonder is how all the forces of the Crown in Ireland 
can afford protection to the brigands who execute them, ; 
Donegal, in Kerry—crucified Kerry—in Clare, in Wexfo 
the cabins are being daily levelled, and the unhappy- inmates 
cast out to die on the road side. 
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LONDON, SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 1889. 


Tr is'no exaggeration to say that thousands of meetings have 
been and are being held in all parts of England to promote 
the election of. the various candidates for the new County 
Councils. These meetings have been addressed by men and 
women, all more or less instructed in the questions involved 
and) all. inteested in local. concerns. The ratepayers Kiave 
been inyited to “heckle” ‘the candidates, and in many cases 
have afterwards supported resolutions, or proposed amend- 
ments, thus: openly and constitutionally expressing the views 
they ‘hold. There can: be no corner of England or Wales 
where, at least, a larg: proportion of voters have not been 
stirred up and educated during these last few weeks. But, 
how aboat Ireland? With all their local affairs in shameful 
tonfiision, they. have had to watch in absolute inactivity our 
¢lectioncering. 
- In: Ireland; a non-representative body, the Grand’ Jury, 
spends the local rates. The elementary schools are managed 
by, a,Central Board 'in Dublin, deaf as a stone to any sugges- 
tions: of reform. - The prisons, more important, alas! to 
tespectable: citizens in Ireland: than. they ‘can ever be to the 
same: class in any free country, are managed by a Board, 
obeying the whip of Mr. Balfour and the spur of Dr. Barr. 
In the workhouses: the elected guardians are overridden by 
the ex-officios from the Castle. Corporations have only been 
left to: a very few..Jrish towns, but even there the mayors 
and aldermen: are the chosen subjects for our Government 
fo persecute. Lord’ Mayor Sullivan, Alderman Hooper, and 
Mz, Condon, M.P.,.Mayor.of Clonmel, with a noble array of 
patriots like them, are the living examples of men ‘elected 
to highly-resportsible positions by fellow-townsmen, and 
promptly marked by Mr. Balfour-for a few. months i in. gaol, 


> 


LONDON, EG. 


“Tenth facts.we should remember, in the boys of our 
triimph. when we! ae electing for ourselves; Teprosentative 
bodies. Many County Council meetings have beet! tept 
oleas: of::party’ strife) and, naturally,. we: Have devoted all 


| dvailable‘time to local details: | But: we’ shalt’ be fering our 


Councillors and. our ¢ defeated Candidates. spon. ‘Let Us lose 
mo opportunity. of expressing, loudiy. enough for, the, Irish to 
hear ‘the! fact; that’ we'do not value ‘our new constitutional 
rights half as much as if we had‘ been spared” the’ atiorial 
disgrace of. leaving those. out in the cold whose needs are.so 
much greater'than. our own. 

We regret that up to the’ time of ‘gold to, press ‘Cray 
night) we had not received the results of. the elections, of, the 
County ‘Councils at: Brixton and Bow, where Margatet;: ‘Lady 
Sandhurst, and Miss Cobden are candidates. It’ is ¢ 
that the figures will. be published on Friday moming. “We 
only hope that: they will be found at the head: of the, poli: 

Our readers will no doubt have noticed: with: pleastiie fhe 
announcement in the Daily News, that. before his departure 
for Italy Mr. Gladstone: expressed himself in- fayeur ‘of se 
election of women as County Councillors. 

“' It is too early, as yet, to, tabulate: the results of the: ie 
tions throughout the whole of the country,, but thus far the 
Liberals, especially, in the north, appear to have. dons. well. 


LESTER FBOM MRS. GLADSTONE. — 
We ate: sure our readers‘ ‘will be greatly interested ‘ine the 
following letter (kindly forwarded to us for publication): from 
Mrs. Gladstone to. Margaret, Lady Sandhurst, especially as 
it contains a message for the Women’s Liberal Associations : 
“Naples, Jan., 1889. 
“ Dear Lady Sandhurst,--I must. thank you for your very 
kind letter, and congratulate you: upon your: honeurs.. It 
really is very gratifying. Brixton has done‘right + well: We 
are glad that your son is. standing for the Dulwich division. 
All this must be to the good. When:.yow:. have. the 
opportunity do tell our workers: helping on the gveia? cause 
that their president is watching. over their moyements as if 
near to them, with glad interest and much gratitude for all 
you and they are doing. Though 1,400 miles. seperate us 
you well know that makes ‘no difference; and.we haye. the 
more time for reading and'thinking. My husband is greatly 
struck and pleased by Pressensé’s work, .“l’Irlande. et 
VAngleterre.” It ought to be read. And what an.article 
Mr. Harrison’s is in the Contemporary! Do advise everyone 
to read it. Now, I must try and put a little sunshine into ‘you, 
whilst, alas! such fogs are darkening and bewildering London. 
First, the welcome to Naples, a lovely moon illuminating the 
Stately Vesuvius and the sea, and leading us’ safely ‘to our 
journey’s end! Then the. surprise of, such a greeting as 
was in store, the ‘upraised: voices of; hundreds swelling 
harmoniously in the clear air- with “Viva Gladstone!” 
“Viva Italia!” “Viva Irlande!” And so out we plunged 
into the very midst of this. enthusiastic assembly; and 
theugh I-could see ‘no police, a way: was made for us to pass 
to our carriage, Such was the greeting. Our villa is about four 
miles from the station—very lovely—-a. little St. Gathard. pass 
to reach it. We: are very comfortable, looking down upon 
the sea. It is very gratifying to. see all. the. feelings of 
gratitude in the hearts of these people after a lapse of many 
years; and it does amuse me—the statement of the Zimes— 
that all would he forgotten.” 
(Sind) Comes, GLADstoNne 
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P + + 
One of the most extraordinary s es which we have 
read ‘for a‘ long time was feed by Miss Becker on 
Friday last, in' support of a Coriservative candidate for the 
Lan e County Council: The exact terms of the speech 
eréport elsewhere, and from these it will be seen that Miss 
icker utiwittingly tendeted ‘great service to the’ Libetal 
cafidjdaite; Mr. ham, for'on Tuesday last her ‘proregé, 
Capt. Rose, was defeated’ by a handsome majority. 


** 

We ‘will not’ stop’ to inquire what! has become: of the 
ptinciple of non-intervention’in party: polities, as applied: to 
peteons-in-the official position of :Miss Becker. We presume 
that does ot ‘apply in- the newly established “ garden walled 
around.” ee ed 
near, ttom of. the poll at the recent School 
pode wei ged “to scramble in‘at all. ° A: 
called ‘progressive educationist” and “ undenominational 
candidate,”. who accepted the cf Commission majority 
report, and denounces the establishment of lending libraries 
in large towns as extravagant and wasteful expenditure of 
the ratepayers’ money, is surely a powerful plea for an inquiry 
into the origin of this new political species. In the 
meantime, Miss Becker, informs us; that she has taken the 
integrity of the Empire under her care. After this assurance, 
our-readers will‘ deubtless‘compose themselves, “and sleep 
in spite of thunder.” © 


+ 
* & 


The Orange Lendenteey Sentinel is not only v 
incensed at the idea of the Women’s Gaseite being renuesenien 
at the récent evictions in Donegal, but with. equal fervour it 
denounces the Government in that it did ‘so long “ hesitate 
to shoot.” Ina recent issue it‘says: “The authorities had 
a splendid opportunity for teaching these law-breakers a 
much-needed lesson, and. the opportunity has been lost.” 
After speaking of the “ flabbiness:and inaptitude” of the self- 
same authorities, the Londonderry Sentinel continues : “ Not 
only did they betray the most reprehensible weakness. . . 
in literally going-on-their knees and begging the-‘ garrison’ 
to surrender, but they pressed into their service a meddle- 
some English journalist and a priest, who admitted that he 
had no business to be there except as the representative of a 
wretched and insignificant rag of a Radical print, If there 
had been the semblance. of firmness or decision amongst 
the responsible officials on the.spot, they would never have 
stooped to such pettyfogging meanness.” 


* 
+. & 


We thus have cunfirmed from the most unlikely source the 
{2e6, ithat Hutfor the’ presence of Father Kelly. within fhe 
military cordon, as a representative of the Women's Gasette, 
a wholesale massacre wouldhave. occurred. 
**s 

_ The Londonderry Sentinel conciudes::“A priest representing 
a journal which is ‘devoted to the social. well-being and 
political education of women;’ is, we should think, rather an 
amusing anomaly, but the Rev. Mr. Kelly takes great pridé 
in‘thé position\which connects him with journalism.” 


* 
ae 


_.,Jt is quite characteristic of Mr. T. W. Russell. that he 
should sve upon the scene of the evictions the day after 
they concluded. It was ill-requited love on the part of the 
Government that they should have neglected to invent a few 
more for the benefit of the hon. gentleman. Mr. Russell, 
howeves, is quite equal to the task of giving a graphic. de- 
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more i 
peasantry require when they can a starving 


avg ‘fresh and glorious air," 


and the music of the A i¢ at their. teps ? ’ 
Russell On toisiy that they lave pa Hinge sinh arty 
of it.”). ‘This statement'is: not tide: - As fecéntly'shown in 
our have been: acting ab what are 


the coastabulary 
termed * bog bailiffs,” to prevent the tenants from, exercising 
tbe peli iw right to eeier ihe peat, which constitutes 
9 t ie ee V/ : ane) 
“vA a8 wih : ij a ]* Fai, i a) bel j 
In sending 4, subscription, of £50 for, the, relief.of the 
eno Geel 


of the Crowir ta teat Boe ths 
rooftrees‘and demolish ‘the hunible. dwellings’ of thé poor; for 
the, bene&t ofa pampered few, appears to me to be a sity that 
cries to Heaven for VEREEANCR 3 and surely if Holy Writ has 
justly consigned to everlasting perdition the heartless creatur 
who refuse shelter to those’ that ‘need it, to the homeless 
stranger whom they would not ‘take in,” what’ ‘must be 
thought efour present mordlising rulers who; far from’ being 
content with the negative.attitude of non-intervention, bring 
all the weight of their authority, such as it: is, to sanction 
such guilty excesses, and hold in hand a gang of ruthless 
desperadoes to catry them into effect?”  - ie 
ean lhe ; 
We.are. frequently told that Ireland shows signs 'of returning 
prosperity under the. beneficent regimé of Mr. Ba 
according to the latest returns, the number of p jin 
receipt ‘of indoor relief showed’ ah’ increase of 7,445 for the 


12 months. - 


a 
5 7 * + ‘< ; , ‘ Re 
John Macleod, of Glackin, the Clashmore ma ! 
gave ‘himself up in order to ‘sectire the Wiberation of Hace 
Matheson, another Lewis tenant, was released fronigadl on 
Friday last. .He:is described asiaimere wreck of ‘his former 
self, He especially felt the refusal, of the- authorities to 
allow him to attend the Gaelic service with the Aignish men 
whilst in prison. 
Pl (Pe aires 
A contributor to the British - Weekly, writing on “Unknowa 
Paris,” says: In Paris the wife of almost every working 
_ ping de some —s trade; if‘she cantiot bring a 
wry on her marriage, she must bring competent knowled: 
of some trade. Such is the custom. ae a 
as 
A recent number of the Philadelphia Ledger says: If the 
persistent attempts made.in the British Parhament to repeal 
the. 200-year-old law prohibiting marriage with a deceased 
wife’s sister had been successful, America would. have missed 
a little romance just made known. A week ago on Sunday 
the rector of St. Ann’s Episcopal Church, Brooklyn, marri 
a Liverpool gentleman toa Li 1’ lady. - The bride is 
the sister of the bridegroom’s ‘first wife, and was consequently 
ineligible under the British statute: for a second wife, and:6o 
- couple journeyed 3,000 miles to evade the obstructive 
Ww. 5 iy 
ans : 7 
Mrs. Bryant, D.Sc. starts on a: short. lecturing,; 
on the 18th. She will visit’ Nottiogham, Darwen, er | 
the new association in Brampton. ie Gage 
oe een | 
Sometimes.a lament comes fromsome country women’s 
Liberal association that the ordinary Liberal association. of 


the district “thinks nothing of thém,” and laughs at 
efforts: It is time that the official Liberals of these ben enti 
regions. were waking. up,- and: catching the -toné! of: 
organisations more.,.in the swim of things in London and 
elsewhere. Their chiefs, whom they. are in. the 


fe 


g, 


looking up to, are not just now in the mood to laug 
efforts ‘of women. They are decidedly i to” hee 
something of them.” ee 1." D6). Oe 


- ae fa: : aaah to 
Father McFadden has rectived a fresh sunisidiie: dikes 
the Crimes Act. - - -  OQB SOMES 


HUE Calege i 
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REOPENING OF THE PARNELL 
COMMISSION. 


On Tuesday the Parnell Commission took up its work after 
the month’s holiday which it has enjoyed. Inside the 
courtroom a considerable crowd gathered before the 
appbinted hour, and the gallery was thronged, as usual, but 
with fewer ladies in the front row than formerly. The 
observed of all observers on the solicitors’ bench was Mr. 
William O’Brien, M.P., who for the first time occupied that 
position, and who sat with Mr. Davitt and Mr. W. K. 
Redmond on one side, and Messrs. Biggar, T. P. Gill, and 
Henry Campbell on the other. In a few minutes Mr. 
George Lewis, furred to the chin, came in, and took his seat 
close beside Mr. O’Brien. During the quarter of an hour in 
which everybody waited for the judges all the gentlemen 
named above, and numerous others, filled Mr. O’Brien’s ears 
with whispered suggestions. No man ever got more advice 
in a shorter time. 

After a few minutes had been given to Sir Charles 
Russell’s application for an order for contempt against an 
obscure editor, in whom no one displayed any interest, the 
man whom everyone was watching rose to his feet to answer 
for the alleged contempt of United Ireland, and dead silence 
reigned. The three judges drew up their chairs and leaned 

forward to look at the slender, narrow-shouldered figure, and 
the pale, nervous, spectacled face of William O’Brien. He 
stood erect, with his head held proudly back and his hands 
alternately clasped behind and before him, He began his 
half-hour’s speech in a low voice, but after a few moments 
his manner gradually grew more fervid, and soon his tone 
began to alternate curiously between magnificent exhibitions 
of indignant, forceful eloquence, and pathetic, trembling 
passages of mental pain and physical weakness. All that he 
_ Said was listened to with deep interest by the court, and 
whatever else they may think, they would probably agree that 
hot many speeches better worth listening to have been heard 
in Mr. Street's Courts of Justice The argument, summarised, 
was that the present action could not be separated from Irish 
politics, and that the effect of a decision that United Ireland 
was in contempt would be to suspend’ public life in Ireland 
and bind the Nationalists hand and foot, while their enemies 
were free to harass, insult, and injure them, and the Zimes 
was encouraged to go on with its policy of bankrupting and 
ruining the Irish party by refusing to prove the charges it 
had made, and wilfully prolonging the trial by proving what 
nobody denied. The speaker touched his finest point 
perhaps when he declared that the alleged Parnell letters 
were the only real issue, and that “ not a man of us would 
ever raise his head again in Irish public life” if those letters 
were not shown to be forgeries. But his closing words, 
spoken with.a broken voice, but with a calm resolute bearing, 
were even more effective. ‘The article,” he said, “ contains 
nothing that I regret, nothing that it may not be my solemn 
public duty to repeat.” 

As will be seen, it was not without its effect. It was now 
high noon, and the Attorney General began explaining his 
plans for shortening the time necessary to the presentation of 
his case. At the end of an hour the lawyers had arrived at 
nothing more definite than that the Zimes hoped to reach 
the “Parnell letters” next week, or soon thereafter, Sir 
James Hannen, with mild ironic incredulity, expressed his 
delight that even the hope was entertained. 

Major Tanner was the first witness put in the box. The 
major is an elder brother of the more celebrated doctor, 
and embraced with some zeal the opportunity afforded him 
of indicating that he hates the doctor profoundly. 

Sir Charles Russell could make little of him in cross- 
examination, but Michael Davitt struck out an angry spray 
of sparks almost at the first blow. “Is it true,” he asked in 
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sepulchral tones, “that when your mother Jay dead in the 
house you refused to enter it because your brother was 
inside t” 


On Wednesday the judges made known their decision 
upon the alleged contempt of court by Mr. O’Brien. The 
President at once showed that the speech of Mr. O’Brien on 
Tuesday was not without its effect upon the court. He said 
that Mr. O’Brien had addressed the court in a becoming 
manner, and had caused a favourable impression. Mr. 
O’Brien did not write the article, but accepted the respon- 
sibility for it, and argued that he was within his rights as a 
journalist in commenting on the proceedings of the Com- 
mission. Mr, O’Brien distinctly stated that there was no 
idea of writing anything disrespectful to the court, that the 
tribunal was an exceptional one, and was appointed to deal 
with political rather than judicial matters,.and further that 
the Zimes had continued to circulate the charges which were 
the ground of that inquiry. He (the President) was bound 
to say that there was some force in this. They had decided, 
in any case, to inflict the most lenient punishment that was 
possible, but, after consideration, they thought it would be 
better to remit all punishment. 

Patrick Delaney, who was sentenced to be hanged for the 
Pheenix Park murders, afterwards commuted in consideration 
of his turning informer, was the principal witness on Wednes 
day, when some sensational evidence was disclosed. The 
effect of the cross-examination by Sir Charles Russell, how 
ever, was to give a new shading to the whole narrative. 


LINES BY MRS. PRISCILLA McLAREN. 


THE following lines were sent by Mrs. Duncan McLaren as 
a new year’s greeting to a few old friends, one of whom, 
struck by their special and touching appropriateness, has 
obtained permission to publish them. 


AT THE CLOSING OF THE YEAR 1888. 


Proofs of love again come round me, 
Mixed with trials all must bear ; 

Like the sunshine in the Heavens, 
Softening shadows everywhere. 


Precious friends have still been spared us, . 
Some have reached the Heavenly shore, 
Laid their tools down in the vineyard, 
For their earthly work is o’er— 


Taken swiftly from our sight 
To work for God in purer light, 

We ask not why? Thou reign’st above, 
And Thy decrees are all in love! 


And mayest those, whate’er betide us, 
Who are left to work for Thee, 

Keep our hearts allied in friendship 
Where we differ or agree. 


Human judgment ofttimes erreth, 
Unerring wisdom dwells above— 
If we claim to be Thy children, 
Let us prove this claim by love.—P. McL. 


Newington House, New Year's Eve, 1888, 


OUR REVELATIONS ON THE SWEATING 


SYSTEM. 


Our readers will be glad to learn that the Manchester 
Trade Council have now taken in hand the organisation of a 
Women’s Trade Union of Shirtmakers. The secretary to the 
Council and our Manchester representative are now making 
the necessary arrangements, 

_ The Very Rev. the Dean of Manchester (Dr. Oakley) has 
kindly promised to take the chair at a public meeting, to be 
held on Monday, the 28th inst., to inaugurate the nnion, when 
addresses will be delivered by Miss C. Black, and others, 
whose names will be announced in due course. We are sure 
our readers will rejoice in this step, the importance of which 
cannot be exaggerated, especially as it may lead to the 


Organisation of Women’s labour throughout the whole of 
Lancashire. 


ee : | | 
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS. 


THE LONDON DIVISIONS. 


gETiING.—On Monday afternoon a meeting of lady electors 
Laptns Ms the Gospel Hall, Walworth Road, to hear addresses from 


Mr. W. Gibson Bott and Mr. A. Bassett Hopkins, pepe” 
candidates for the representation of West Newington on the 
County Council. About 100 ladies were 


present. Lady Sandhurst, 
who presided, said that Imperial politics had little to do with the 
election, but if a progressive spirit was shown by the Council it 
would have great influence on 


council in a liberal and beneficent manner. omen should take a 
real, active or in the subject, me they eee — wie se S 
than in the common everyday li e le. use. 

Mr. Bott reminded his hearers that meaperen ioe the oes t of the 
peo party. As far as 


Com of progressi 
them, but not otherwise. (Applause.)—Dr, Kate Mitchell moved a 
vote the meeting to support Messrs. Bot! and Hopkins. She 
her hearers to show that they knew how to use their electoral 
and could be trusted with more. The administration of the 
Infants’ Protection Act by the County Council furnished a reason 
why they should bestir themselves in this election ; and for her own 
part she would give to that body the control of the public-houses 
which did so much harm to the people. (Applause.)—Miss Luc 

Wilson, seconding the motion, pointed out that the only way in whi 

women could influence Parliament was by sending the right persons 
to form the County Councils, It was therefore particularly important 
‘that they should all go to the poll on Thursday. rs, Charles 
Mallett, secretary of Lady Aberdeen’s committee for promoting the 
selection of lady candidates for the County Council, argued that the 
the number of electors who took interest in the new body the 
more likely it would be to do well. There were two reasons why 
women should, without exception, go to the poll in favour of the 
right candidates—rst, that this was the first occasion on which they 
had been allowed to choose their own government ; 2nd, that they 
were the born guardians of health, purity, and righteousness, and the 
London Coincil would have no powers that did not affect them. 
(Hear, hear.) Replying to questions, both candidates said they did 
not think that publicans ought to be compensated if their licences 
were withdrawn. (Applause.) The resolution was carried unani- 
mously, after which the proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to 
Lady Sandhurst. 


BOW AND BROMLEY. 


Tue following has been issued as a circular: “Extract from a private 
and confidential circular sent to each publican by the Publicans’ 
Association :—‘ Although the licensing clauses of Mr. Ritchie’s Bill 
are not embodied in the present Act, yet it is certain that it is the 
intention of the Legislature to transfer the whole business connected 
with licensing from the justices to the County Council as soon as 
possible, We earnestly appeal to I he to use your utmost endeavour 
to secure the return of Mr. Walter Hunter, J.P., and Mr. J. H. 
Howard, for Bow and Bromley, We do not advise you to make a 
t show of bills, but to work quietly amongst your customers and 
Ticods to this end, that you may be able to take at least ten or twelve 
voters to the poll, on Thursday, Jan. 17, to give one vote to each 
ntleman as before mentioned.’ Cage | gag electors, defeat this 
idee of the publicans by bringing your friends to the poll on 
an. 17, and vote straight for the only temperance candidate— Miss 
soa obden.” 


The result of the polling at Brixton and Bow will be 
announced in our next edition. At the time of going to press 
(Thursday night) the counting of the votes was not finished. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 


Although in the borough of Nottingham there are three 
Women’s Liberal Associations doing an excellent educational 
work, up to the present time no Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion has been formed in the county. 

We hear, however, from a local correspondent, that very 

and energetic work is being done by the women of the 


ewthorpe Division, which Mr. Thomas Bayley, of Notting- . 


ham, is contesting as a Liberal against Major Rolleston, 
Conservative. Rae 

That the privilege of the vote and its responsibilities has 
Operied the eyes of many women in that neighbourhood to 
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those who are pronounced to be the most beautiful. 
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the necessity for some form of organisation, is, without doubt, 


one of the most phases of the work which has 
been undertaken by several ladies, in company with the 
wife of the candidate. oe 

A desire to form a Women’s Liberal Association has been 
already expressed, and as soon as the of the election 
contest is over a meeting will be for that purpose. 


Sorelle ede es sea) rhage 


Allsebrook presided, and, in a well-delivered, sympathetic 
address, she prepared the way for.an educational speech, 
given with effect, by Mrs. Bayley, upon the special 
interests of women with regard to the business to be con- 
ducted by the new County Council. 

The candidate also addressed the meeting, and a resolu- 
tion in his favour was proposed by Mrs. Vickers, seconded 
by Mrs. Clay, and supported by several ladies present. That 
there is splendid material lying fallow ready to be utilised 
for good ive Liberal work, was amply proved by the 
interested manner in which the slight sketch given by Mrs. 
Bayley, of the growth and object of the Women’s Liberal 
Federation, and its branch associations in all parts of the 
country, was listened to and heartily approved. 

' There is little doubt that the nucleus of ancther branch 
association has been formed in Newthorpe, and the present 
time is an opportunity which should be seized by the Liberal 
women throughout the country to organise themselves and 
keep up the interest which has been awakened during the 
unusual excitement of these County Council elections. 


At a meeting in. support of the Liberal candidate, Mr. 
Allsebrook, of Wollaton, at Kimberly, Notts, on the goth 
January, a large number of women responded to the invita- 
tion sent bel oe pre pier polar i enthu- 
siasm aro y the s es y bya speech 
addressed to the women electors by Mrs. Bayley, in support 
of the temperance candidate against the brewer, who was in 
opposition and supported by Conservative party, that a 
request has since been made that Mrs. Allsebrook, the wife 
of the candidate, and Mrs. Bayley should assist in forming a 
Women’s Liberal Association in that disrrict, and steps are 
being already taken to that effect. 


STRETFORD DIVISION (Lancasutre.) 
EXTRAORDINARY SPEECH BY MISS BECKER. 


Speaking in support of the Conservative candidate (Capt. 
Rose), on Friday last, Miss Becker, who seconded the 
motion pledging the meeting to secure his return, said :— 

It had been her aim in the public work with which she was more 
associated—the School Board and the work for women’s franchise— 
to keep herself aloof from party contests; but when a responsibility 
was brought home to her, and a vote she had not sought was given 
to her, and an issue placed before her in which the action she took 
might have a real effect—or such an effect as one ’s vote could 
have in determining a political issue—then she showed herself un- 
worthy of the confidence and friendship of her Radical friends if she 
shrunk from the courage of her convictions, It was purely or 
principally on political grounds that she was there that night. It 
was not because the t Government had given the county 
franchise to women, and it was not that they might give the Parlia- 
mentary franchise also. It was not for those reasons she supported 
the Government. There were questions which lay deeper than that, 
and in her judgment the present political crisis of the country was so 
great, and the questions relating to the dismemberment of the Empise 
were to her of paramount importance. (Applause.) So long as she 
had any influence, personal, social, or political, it must be used to 
iibar of the Engiish flag tApgianan}’ Procending testa the 

onour of the Engli use, ng to the 
duties of the County Council, is ye importance of local 
Miss Becker spoke of lending libraries as an instance of the unjusti- 
fiable expenditure of public money. (“Oh, oh!") A reference 
library was a right thing because the whole town benefitted, but to 
spend money merely for the personal improvement of the members 
a her oo was, in her judgment, an unjustifiable wrong. 
(Oh 1” 


TEWKESBURY. 


We regret to learn that the triple alliance of Primrose 
Dames, parsons, and publicans, have succeeded in defeati 
Mrs. Massingbird, candidate for the Tewkesbury Division 
of the Gloucestershire County Council, by twenty votes, 


Messrs, Pears are projecting a Beauty Show on a grand 
held in London in May or June next, The t adverti 


eto be 
that it will be of a thoroughly decorots and genuine character: oper 


rete 
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' ‘WOMENS’ LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS. 


NOTICE TO SECRETARIES AND OTHERS. 


We are glad to announce that Miss A. 
Macdonell, the Secretary of the Women's 
Liberal. Federation, has kindly undertaken 
to edit a‘ Federation Column,” weekly, and to 
supply. a diary of its work. It ts hoped that 
-toval: Secretaries and others interested tn the 
movement will do their best to supply Méss 
:Macdonell with ttéems of news and general 
information likely to be of interest to our 
readers. Reports. of meetings should be 
Sorwarded direct to the Editor as heretofore. 


' 4a there are many Women's Liberal Associations who 
have not yet ordered copies of the “Gasette,” and from 
whou we have not: yet heard, we shall be glad if they 
will communicate to us without further delay the names of 
one or iiore local botkiellers ahd newsageiits likely to act 
as agents for the sale of the paper. 


eeetana tion, hose reports which we have received have been 
carefully inserted. 


‘AMBLESIDE AND DISTRICT. 


The third: meeting of the season was held on January 4th, 

_Was attended by twenty-nine. 
as Fa sad a most admirable paper on the 
‘Sweating System,” which elicited much sympathy, and was 
‘Histenéd to with marked attention. The association is deeply 
“jndebted to Mrs. Hills for the time, trouble, and energy 
-which:she speads in writing papers to read at the monthly 


° “ftet a few’ words from the Chairwoman, commenting on 

the atrocious sentences just passed on’Mr. E. Harrington and 
-Mr. \Finneane, and» urging .all to greater enthusiasm and 
“earnestness if} the'year just begun, the meeting separated. 

. Phe following letter has been. addressed to a member of 
the Ambleside Women’s Liberal Association by the most 
Rev. Patrick O'Donnell, Bishop of Raphoe :— 


ue 6th shag ip 1889, 

"Dear +~—, On coming home I find your kind letter here. 
The; Rey. D. V. Stephens, Falcarragh, where’ people have just 
been evicted, or the Rev. P. McDevitt, Carrick, will make good 
use.of:9 bale, of alothing. They: both live in Co. Donegal, and 
ate in, the midst.of very sp stricts, 1 must not omit to thank 
you:and the'association for your thoughtful charity. Ireland: is 

ng through’ fearful crisis. But the generous ey. that 
= een so unmistakably conveyed to us from Englis Liberals, 
and that is so beautifully expressed in your letter, put down 
outrage by strengthening hope and friendship.”—I am, dear——, 
sincerely yours, rigs - “PaTRICK O'DONNELL.” 


st 


enetteeteo 


_ BRADFORD. 


| A late theeting: was ‘held in the saldon of the Méchanhics’ | 
Insti Hiingworth inthe 


7 es ngw 
chair. ‘An’ extension of divisional committees was | 
unanimously § “arid nominations were made for the 


sew executive to-bé elected by ballot on. January, 28th+—the- 
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annual meeting—when Mrs, Spence Watson, of Newcast 
will be: peeebaitl | Céddal ‘dtnowledgintals ms 


hel 
Council elections omude the borough. The Secretary 
stated that Lord and Lady Aberdeen had promised to be 
po at a large demonstration to be held in St. George's 
all, on Tuesday, March 6th. She also reported that the 
twelfth bale of clothing for the Irish tenants was sent to 


to the kind care 


acknowledged in the 


~~ i frnching terms by the Bishop : 
Qo m: sincere] than 
generous donors of the: articlansia regular cf Ne se ltce igeealioe 


safely last evening. 1 put off ae your letter of the 21st 
nce ather Meagher 


are v 
can yen pray every blessing—tem an iritual—on those 
tal! sym isi nglish ek of cur’ Saitoting poor, I 

at better days are in store for this unh country, 
uff mid English 


BRIDLINGTON, 


On Thursday evening a most successful meeting, under 
the auspices of this association, was held in the Temperance 
Hall, when ‘a lecture was delivered by Miss Orme, LL.B., on 
“Treland.” Councillor Pool, president of the association, 
occupied the chair, and in introducing the lecturer said that 
it so happened that he (the speaker) ought to have been else- 
where at that moment. He should have been dining with 
the Marquis of Ripon, in Hull, but for the twofold attraction 
at Bridlington. After making a few allusions to the political 
situation, he introduced Miss Orme, who was received with 
applause. The lecture was a graphic description of her own 
experience of the Irish peasantry, and the facts relative to 
their life and condition which came under her personal 
observation whilst. visiting Ireland, and was» most’ en- 
thusiastically received. At the close of the Jecture, Mr. 
Satcliffe moved the following resolution : “ That this meeting 
expresses its strong. disapprobation of the coercive policy of 
the present Government in Ireland, an j its intense sympathy 
with the people of that country, and heartily approves of the 
policy of Mr. Gladstone and the Liberal .” He said he 
felt that anything he might say would be entirely superfluous 
ae the eat tan lecture iy onus listened to. Ina not 
only practi ut exceedingly uent manner, Miss Orme 
had placed before them, not what she had heard or read 
about, but what she had actually seen, and he felt assured 
that no one who had listened to her could feel- anything but 
the strongest indignation, when they considered that the 
‘policy of the present Government was at the foundation of it 
all. The coercive policy of the present Government lay at’ 
the root of the difficulty, and its only solution—the only 
remedy—was to be found in Mr. Gladstone’s Home Rutile 
policy, (Cheers.) Mrs. Scott briefly seconded the resolution, 
remarking that she hoped the time was not far distant when 
coercion and tyranny would be banished from Ireland. The 
resolation was carried unanimously amidst loud’ applause. 
A cordial vote of thanks to the lecturer was moved by 
Rev. R. Wyatt, and seconded by Mrs. Houghton. An 
efficient choir was in attendance, and political ‘songs sung at 
intervals. The meeting closed with the National Anthem 
and three cheers for Mr. Gladstone. . 


catried, formed the 
and 


Edward. Harrin on 
account’ of her husband’s sufferings at the han of the 
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Government ; further, this ing considers that the nt 
treatment of political prisoners Ga Seelaget ie Oidsacieal 40 thé 
Government by which such deeds are done, to the English 

who are held a for ard shorsa® 9 

Irish constabulary, who, throug poverty whi 

a ent has brought upon Ireland, are induced, for 
the sake of pay, to go forth like armed assassins and stab 
their defenceless country to the heart.” ‘ 

Mrs, Sickert, daughter of the late Mr. Richard Cobden, 
was then introduced to the ing, and delivered a simple 
and touching statement of facts which had come under her 
own notice during recent visits to different parts of Ireland. 

Miss Stuart, sister of Prof. Stuart, M.P., also spoke. She 
confined her remarks to home politics, and especially dwelt 
on the subject of women’s suffrage. Though deeply in 
earnest she was exceedingly humorous, and her speech was 
received with much applause. Music and singing enlivened 
the ings between the addresses, and the interval was 
filled up by conversation and refreshments. Many women 
took the opportunity of joining the association. 


READING. 


The ‘Reading Women’s Liberal Association commenced, 
the first week in the new year, to hold cottage meetings in 
the various wards of the town. Some of these meetings were 
most successful. In some cases the members brought 
needlework, while someone—generally the ward secretary or 
vice-president—read aloud a political pamphlet or extracts 
from the Women’s Gazette, or some other newspaper. In 
some wards political songs were introduced and heartily sung, 
These ager meetings are a new work. Last year members 
from the different wards met at a central room once a month, 
when a paper or some political subject was read and dis- 
cussed. It is believed that much good has resulted from 
these meetings, which were rendered more attractive by 
vocal and instrumental music and recitations being given 
either before or after the lecture. The cottage meetings are 
to be in addition to the monthly gatherings, and not to 
supersede them. 


| YORK. 
SPEECH BY MR. LOCKWOOD, MP. 
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE “GETS NO FORRARDER,” 


A numerously-attended tea, followed by a large and 
enthusiastic meeting, were held, in connection with the York 
Women’s Liberal Association, at the Victoria Hall, Good- 
ramgate, on Thursday, January roth. About 400 sat down 
to tea, the various tables being presided over by the leading 
ladies of the association. 

At the close of the repast a few words of encouragement 
were addressed to the company by the Lord Mayor (Alder- 
man Agar). At the subsequent meeting the chair was 
occupied by Mr. Frank Lockwood, Q.C., M.P., and amongst 
others who were present were the Lady Mayoress (Mrs. Agar), 


Mrs. Lockwood, Miss Eliza Orme, Mr. J. S. Rowntree, J.P., ° 


Mr. Charles Sellers, Ald. Empson, Councillors Mann, 
Foster, Clayton, Makins, Procter, and Spink, Mr. W. 
McKay, Mrs. E. W. Smithson, hon. sec., Mrs. E. T. Wilkinson, 
Miss G. Rowntree, Mrs. G. Sellers, Mr. F. Sydney Morris, 
Miss Wilkinson, Mrs. Alderman Varey, Miss Empson, Mrs. 
and the Misses McKay, Miss Bellerby, Mrs. G. S. Gibb, 
Mrs. R. Thompson, Mrs. and Miss Clayton, Miss King, and 
Mr. W. Chapman. It should be mentioned that Mrs. A. E. 
Pease kindly sent a number of copies of the excellent 
pamphlet by Mr. Pease, M.P., entitled ‘‘Glensharrold” for 
the use of the association. Mr. Lockwood, on entering the 
room, was received with loud cheers. 

Mr. Frank Lockwoop, Q.C., on rising to open the 
meeting, was received with renewed cheers. He said: 
Ladies and,Gentlemen,—As chairman of this very large meet- 
ing, will you first of all allow me to call upon your secretary, 
Mrs. Smithson, to just read some letters she has received? 
I myself have received a letter from Mr. Bellerby, president 
of the Liberal Association, who unfortunately, which for 
reasons that his letter will explain, is not able to be here to- 
night: ° By 

Mice SMITHSON said she had also received a letter from 
Mr. Bellerby to the same effect as that of Mr. Lockwood’s, 
which he had read. She also had a letter from Mrs. A. E. 
Pease, in which that lady expressed her deep regret at not 
being able to attend the meeting, and her hope that it would 
Prove a great success. 


cnn iin: accninin 


The CHAIRMAN, who on again rising to address the meet- 
ing, was received with loud applause, after touching upon 
various political topics of the » alluded to the Sesk of 
the Women’s Liberal Association, and said :— 

: hey formed a Men's 

a always set us the exam 
right, had already formed their amsciaton in ui. 
to follow which the ladies had 
the result is that we have in this constituency a stron 
Liberal Asmctien, a aag, Me Smithson and her ; 
bean edu ei ra ( Tleuphter) tha mye wre ines 
Yrlling to admit that site 


be very 
WE HAVE GROWN WELL IN OUR TIME, 


(Laughter.) But now let me say one or two words with 
this association, which came into existence in 1880. It is a proud 
thing, I think, for this constituency to say that in 1880 
of York set an example to this country, was followed 
Darlington, and then at Bristol, and is now a 
a ee hope will continue to be ae 
erase sort of work which will result in 


the example 


VICTORY OF OUR PRINCIPLES, 


and the work 
u will hear from others who are more able to on 


Now, so far as this association is 
Ps subject than I am—those who have come from a distance. I 


associations are 
must say to you something with regard to t 
POLITICAL CONDITION OF THINGS ‘ 
as they exist in Parliament, because it is there I have the honour of 
representing the York Women’s Liberal Association. 
After dealing with various measures of reform, including “One 
man one vote,” Mr, Lockwood continued :— 


With regard to this, there is much that could be said. But I pass 
from that to another question in which I feel and take a very con- 
siderable amount of interest—the question of the 


EXTENSION OF THE SUFFRAGE TO WOMEN. 
And you know what my view has been, and still is, upon this: matter. 
It is a very serene] thing that both the litical: 
of to-day to be favoucal tha sateimica of the to 
women, Bat although we have two t = 
of it, to use the language of the Yor , we seem to 
“ GET NO FORRARDER.” 
Laughter.) Everybody is in favour of it. We have abstract votes 
f the House of Canad in which we demonstrate the of 


our num but we “get no forrarder.” We have Prime Mi 
speaking oe oer as being in favour of it, but we 


es Now what we Liberals want to 

of extension of the s' to women, is how it is that we have a 
majority—that if our poli is eo great, how is it we do 
not jeve something ; how is it the force of our numbers 


upon abstract resolu which carry us no nearer 
to the goal for which we are striving? I am afraid the answer is, 
we have a great many people associated with us in this matter who 


ARE MERBLY LUKEWARM, 


whi ii 
however, by saying he was speaking for himself—that he said , 
the day was not 


quarter 
BRANDED WITH THE MARK 
ted to find u 


nioni 


hich I ex 


w the enemies of this movement, 
a Liberal 


He is.: 
I 


contemplates —" for every Irish woman will have avote.” (La 


roposed by Mr, Gladstone for”—and mark the horrible thi he“ 
What a horrible catastrophe! It was thought in the eyes of Fo id 


Unionists that we had reached the 


DEPTHS OF POLITICAL DEGRADATION 
when we had got to Irishmen, but we find there is some 


estimation lower than that, and it is Irish women. Why in Heaven's, 


name should not an Irish woman have her vote with her 


. 


at 


ar g 
> 
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England, with her Scotch sister, or with her Welsh sister ? (Cheers, ) 
He goes on—I pass by the cynical conclusions at the fatuous woman 
worship in the United States—to point out, what he considers the 
of the position which the Tory party, headed by Lord Salisbury, 

hold and take up in relation to this matter, and says, “The tempta- 
tion I fear is a belief that the female votes would be Conservative.” 
Now, do not let us judge the Conservatives in this matter. We do 
not know half as well as the Liberal Unionists do. They are in their 
‘and they know the sort of thing that induces the Conser- 

vative vote, and here you have 


THIS INDICTMENT 


brought against the Conservative party by no Liberal, but by this 
Liberal Unionist, who says that the temptation is not to do justice to 
woman, but - ive her a vote beri heed belief that rey the 
strength of t ‘conservative y wi ome greater, Iam 
not speaking too strongly eh aa I say I will not stop Gin single 
moment to consider how this woman vote will go, I trust to edisca- 
tion—(hear, hear)—I trust to the spread of Liberalism, and I will 
trust to associations such as this I have the honour of addressing. 
(Cheers.) I have no fear for the political future, but this I do ‘protest 
against, namely, that this act of justice should be done, not because 
it is an act of justice, but because by doing it the political position of 
any political pay may be strengthened. ell, he goes on, but I am 
not going to trouble you at length. He expresses the opinion, which 
I hope is perfectly true : he says the 


POLITICAL WOMAN WOULD BE A RADICAL, 


Ih is right. I do not propose to offer an opinion upon it, but 
I pa iy all my oe is aba sud thes in the coactanitg 
paragra he says, in alluding to the result of giving votes to women, 
‘It ord not ey surprising if your enfranchised woman were to 
commence a political pone amongst the Hindoo Zenanaas would 
set Hindostan on fire! I wonder how much this ical Liberal 
Unionist lessor knows of what English women have done in 
India ? he know what he is talking about? (‘No.”) Does 
he know the name of Mary Carpenter? Does he know what work is 
now being done by English women in the cause of Christianity in 
India ? “Bat if there is any strength in this argument at all, is not 
this argument one that might have been used against the 


FIRST MAN WHO PREACHED CHRISTIANITY ? 


It is not an argument that might have been used against the firs® 
missionary who saw fit only to go into places where persons had an 
uncomfortable habit of feeding upon each other and denouncing 
cannibalism ? I have no doubt meet a place was set on fire by the 
le being told it was wrong to indulge in practices of this kind, 
ut are we to stay our hand in the work of spreading Christianity 
because we may offend people by so telling them? It seems to me 
this professor, for ar; mts against this question to enfranchise 
women, goes back almost to Pagan times, and takes to himself 
Pagan arguments, in order to defeat an act of justice for which we 
contend. Then there is further matter I want to see dealt with in 
Parliament, but not nearly of so great and grave political significance 
as. this. It is more personal to myself, but I wish to allude to it 
to-night, because I have had the kindly assistance of the Women’s 
Association in the matter of it. I do not know whether any of you 
have been struck—you who are mothers of families—at the reports 
from time to time in the newspapers dealing with cases decided in 
the courts of law, and 


TURNED WITH DISGUST 


from the details there reported. I, in conjunction with Mr. Samuel 
Smith, have endeavoured to deal with this question in Parliament, 
and twice we have endeavoured to bring in a Bill to place the 
publication of such matter under proper restriction. The arm of 
the law has already been shown strong enough to deal with, I will 
not call it literature, but printed matter that appeals to the debased 
appetites and tends to debauch the purity of youth. But we want 
something further than that, and it occurred to-my mind, or rather 
to that of my friend, Mr. Samuel Smith, whose name I will put first, 
for he was the first mover in it, that Parliament might well deal with 
it. We have received assistance from 


THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION IN YORK, 


hope for it again. Let me make it known that in dealing with this 
haenbe no ai will be able to obtain any restriction, any im. 
munity ehich & proper publication affords of the pillory of public 
opinion, when guilty of immoral conduct. Not for a single moment 
would I raise a hand to protect a person under these circumstances. 
At the same time that we must take good care that nothing is done 
to give immunity to such persons, I do feel sometimes that our public 
newspapers are a disgrace to us, and they must often, | am sure, 
cause trouble in the households in which they are circulated, I am 
certain the respectable press—and I have great pleasure in saying I 
believe the greater ean to be eminently respectable—would gladl 
join in a matter of this kind and help us, and I only regret very mu 
in a congress in York the other day, when a great 


MANY REV. GENTLEMEN 


we athered together and this subject was under discussion—I 
regret’ this Bill, hich has twice been before Parliament, was not 
brought before their notice in order that their eed ge assistance 
nig ht be able to do something to strengthen the hands of those who 
feel so strongly as Mr. Smith, and I in a humble way also, (Cheers,) 
I shall detain you no longer, for I feel I have already t f 
volo of “No.") Ihave touched upon many questions, but there is 
ind them all, as it were, overpowering them, another great political 
question upon which, as I am at present situated, I am not able to 
speak. You know the personal position in which I am with 
to the Irish question,-and I don’t trust myself to speak upon it, for it 
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is impossible to do so unless we deal with it in detail, and with that 
detail at present I am not in a position to cope, But do not for a 
single moment think that because I am silent on this Irish question 
that I am ing of it; do not for a single moment believe that I 
have less heart in it ; do not for a single moment believe that I distrust 
any of those with whom I am politically associated, No ; on the con- 
trary, I look forward to the time when I shall again express my 
v-ews on this question, as I have frequently had the honour of ex- 
pressing them to.you on former occasions. (Ckeers.) Now, ladies 
and gentlemen, I thank you again for having so sepa listened to 
me, and I feel that an apology is due from me for ha occupied 
your attention at so great a length, (Loud cheers.) 

Mr, J. S. Rowntree moved the following resolution: “ That this 
meeting declares its conviction that the of legislative reform for 
Ireland, and other parts of the empire, is so pressing that strenuous 
and increasing efforts should be made to reverse the Irish of 
the Government, and in power.the trusted leeders of the 
Liberal ; and it fu calls upon part 
a powerful instrument to that end in the political education 
organisation of women.” He said the resolution had his cordial 
concurrence, and inasmuch as tice was always more powerful 
than and as he was to be succeeded by a lady, who by her 
address would do something for them in giving them that political 


. education which the resolution recognised as so desirable, he would 


simply move the resolution and make way for Miss Orme. 

Mise Orme was received with applause on rising to second the 
resolution. She said she had had the 1 areca during last 
autumn of seeing something of the mischief of the — Irish 
policy of the Government during a short visit to Ireland, She 
thought one of the duties women ought to set before them was to try 
if possible to gather information for the use of others. She was 
particularly struck whilst in Ireland with the exceedingly extravagant 
policy of the present Government, and she recollected that a | 

tion of the expenditure on the Irish policy was paid for by 

nglish taxpayers, not —— women, Agpianee:) No particular 
item in the estimates requi more careful criticism than the 
expenditure on police in Ireland, and she would only give one 
instance to show what struck her as being ray 2g Sppoeee to the 
economical good household practices that she had been in the habit 
of observing in England. The Irish police to be exceedingly 
useless, and there appeared to be far too many of them. She visited 
Wa rd on the day the Corporation had decided to to give the 
freedom of that city to Mr. W. O'Brien and Mr. T. D. Suilivan. It 
was avery serious question how the order of the town should be 
maintained on that day. The Mayor consulted with the chief of the 
police on the matter, and it was decided that the only way in which 
they could hope to keep order was to lock up the police during the 
whole of the day on which a great open-air meeting was to be held, 
which it was expected that about 30,000 persons would visit the town. 
(Hear, hear.) At first she disbelieved such a statement, but 
afterwards she found it was absolutely true. The barrack gates 
were bolted during the whole of the day ; she walked about Water- 
ford and not a single policeman was to be seen, and not a single case 
of breach of order occurred during the whole of the day. a or 
The following day, when the Mayor took part in granting the freedom 
of the city to Messrs, O’Brien ‘and Sullivan, he stated that on the 
day the open-air a took place there had not been a single 
case of drunkenness or disorder of any kind. She argued that. the 
police were over paid, and that extra pay was given them for that 
abominable eviction work, and urged English women to visit Ireland 
and see for themselves the present state of the people, and not to be 
content with being told by fashionable Unionists that they must not 
believe what they read in the pewsenpest She believed that the 
great disaster which the Liberals suffered from in 1886 was due to 
many cameet, Dut chiefly to apathy with regard to the condition of 
affairs in Ir , and she advised that now, when no political contest 
was going on, they should consider and converse about political sub- 
jects in their own houses, so that when a political crisis should arise 
they would not be found unprepared. Liberals throughout the 
country must go to work with a determination that what took place 
in 1886 shall not happen again. She also urged that they shonld pay 
every attention to the registers of voters, and concluded by expressing 
the pleasure she felt in meeting that evening the members of the 
oldest Women’s Liberal Association in England. (Loud applause.) 

Councillor Procter supported the resolution in an able speech, 

Councillor MANN also supported the motion, which was put and 
carried apenas’ & 

Mr, F. Sypnegy Morris proposed, and Councillor Spink seconded, 
a vote of thanks to the chairman and Miss Orme, 

This was also warmly accorded, and Miss Orme having briefly re- 
turned thanks, 

The Cuairman said he was deeply ieratetal for the kind recognition 
of his services that night. It was always a pleasure to Mr. Pease 
and himself to come and take part in meetings of that description. 
Last year it was Mr. Pease’s privilege to preside, but this year it was 
his (the speaker's), and he was sure the pleasure it afforded him was 
also felt by Mr. Pease, (Applause ) 


Forthcoming Meetings in connection with Women’s 
Liberal Associations. 


. 18, Nottingham, Mrs, Bryant, D.Sc. 

» 19, Darwen. Mrs, Bryant, D.Sc. 

» 2%, Brampton (Cumberland). Mrs, Bryant, D.Sc. 

» 22. Kelvedon, Miss Chapman, LL.A. 

n 23. Scarboro’. An address on Ireland, by P, Mahony, Esq., 

B MP. jpGetie Mot 

» 25. Hornsey, ture ount View R Stroud Green. 
Mr. ‘Carvell Williams on “The Fatete of Wetional 
Education.” Mrs. Rowland will preside, at 7-30. 

» » Hampstead Liberal Club, Mrs, Ormiston Chant on 


“ Women in America,” at 8-30, 
» 26, Stalybridge. 
» 29. Liverpool. Mrs, Cobden Sickert, 
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PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, PAMPHLETS, ACTS, 
OFFICIAL REPORTS, &€., 
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is cali'te supplied with Papers, Returns, Pamphlets, &e., on 
the various questions discussed by them. 
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SOLD BY ALL IRONMONGERS AND HOUSE FURNISHERS, 


WHOLESALE ONLY 


J. ROBERTSHAW, ‘‘ Climax” Works, Rochdale Rd., Manchester. 


Just Published, Price 1s., by post, 1s, 2d, 


REPORT OF WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 


WOMEN'S WORK, 
THE MUSIC HALL BUILDINGS, ABERDEEN, 


ON 
97, 10rH, axD 11TH OCTOBER, 1888. 


UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ABERDEEN LADIES’ UNION. 
D. WYLLIE & SON, BOOKSELLERS, ABERDEEN. 


THE WANT OF THE DAY 


NO MORE SOFT LINEN WHEN STARCHED. 


Used in the Royal Laundries. Should be used in every house. 


CRITCHLEY Oi 


Once Tried, always wanted. Makes Old Linen Like New. 
TESTIMONIAL. 


From THE CHIE£F mT to H.R.H. he Princy oF WALES, 
Bir, Weat Newton, uear L: Norfolk, Aug. 29, 1879. 
Having tried your “Starch Gloss," Foartatnly think’ i «great improvement — 
Thneetey _— Yours truly, E. “ELDER. 


boon ffered to the Laundreas for imparting an 
Ivory Finish to Starched Linen, Laces, &. Ht does not stick to 
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Mrs. Reaney’s Magazine 
THE MOTHER S 5 FRIEND 


fA gn: ee 
to Convey valuable lessons 
“It is a 
widely cir- 


on social,- moral, ay 
very suitable book for home, and should 
culated among the industrial classes.” 
HOW TO HELP. 
1OR PEN & PENCIL SKETCHES 


OF THE EAST END. 
By Mrs, REANEHY. 


ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENCE. 


JAMES NISBET & CO., LONDON. 


LADIES VISITING MANCHESTER 


SHOULD DINE AT 
PA REFHR’S, 


IN 


ST. ANN’S SQUARE. 


ROBINSON, o& COLBAVER’sS 


_ RIGH©GAMBRIC POCKET 
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Children’s... "1/2 
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Gents’.........3/6 


EW COSTUMES, MANTLES, SILKS, &c. 
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COLLECTION of th 
Pee NOVELTIES. 


EW WINTER SILKS and PLUSHES.—PLAIN 
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Hem-stitched. 
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EW L’EMPIRE and DIRECTOIRE COSTUMES 
in the various New Fabrics, 293, f euin 
RICHLY EMBROIDERED AMAzO CLOTH and 
CACHEMIRE COSTUMES, 23 and 33 guineas. 
The NEW BORDERED COSTUMES, 31s. 6d. & 24 guineas, 
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styles, 16s, r1d. 218., 258, 6d, 
BRAIDED COSTUMES of ESTAMINE SERGE, 298. 6d. 
Sr es MODEL COSTUMES, a large choice to select 


20 guineas, 
(hea FASHIONABLE CLOTH CLOAKS in Navy 
Crimson, Brown, and other Colours, lined and trimmed fur 


id 
*IREAL ig EASA SEAL COATS, 5% guineas; much under 


NEW Sou Le ees ERE Md RICH SEAL PLUSH, 
298. 6d. and 358. 6d. Lined Sa 

The New Russian TRAVELLING CLOAKS, 192, od. to 
298. 

opie TAILOR-MADE JACKETS, with Vests, &c., 
21s, to 2$ guineas, 

ne par tery es) ear esi peg a large purchase 


8, od, x 
NEW. ‘DRESS S FABRICS 1 in val “the New Textures, 
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ye QUIL f the Best’ Purified Bova: 
58. 9d, to sizes 2s, gd. to 10s, ig “i 
HENILLE CURTAINS —A Li e Tarchase, 308. seo ber 
URTAINS. 8s, a to 3 guiness per ts ae i 


Ne son FASHION BOOK. racy ge 3 
Cee Pe ari 


with eee aay Sateen, or Satin 


HARLES GASK & 


Limited 
Oxford Street, rotiie seek tein to 138, 


ieee _ sare ae 


| THE se Berle | ear eae: 


GAd i HAI Hi | 
o THITT TAIDTT 
Vy of I A Ia? a 


Prepared by a new and special solentific process, securing extreme solubility, 
“and developing the finest flavour of the Cocoa. _ _ 


SOLUBLE—EASILY 


DIGESTED—ECONOM ICAL. 


HALF A . TEL-SPOOHTUTL, IS SUFFICIENT N MAKE A cup wF ost us COCOA. 


; TESTIMONIALS. 


gir'O. A. Cananox, XD, President of the Royal’ Cilloge 
of Burgeons, Ireland, £o.—“I have never (tasted Cocos that I 
Mien vo, well, apd. T shropgiy, rornmumaad 9, ph 6: pabetitnte for 
tea for young persons.” 


J. WrBRaNTs OLPuxnts, MD.—"I find it the most agreeable 
beverage of the kind I have ever tasted, ‘delicidus both in flavour 
and odour, most wholesome and easy af digestion.” 
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myself for some time with manifest ot advantage.” 
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-are innumerable varieties of Qocoa, but to-my minff incbittparsbly 
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